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Conversely, as polarity produces definite structure, so definite structure everywhere implies polarity.
The same principle prevails not only throughout the inorganic or world of matter, but throughout the organic or world of life, and specially throughout its highest manifestations in human life and character, and in the highest products of its evolution, in societies, religions, and philosophies. To show this by some familiar and striking examples is the main object of this book.
But here let me interpose a word of caution. I must avoid the error which vitiates Professor Dram-mond's interesting work on ' Natural Law in the Spiritual World,' of confounding analogy and identity. Because the principle of polarity pervades alike the natural and spiritual worlds, I am far from assuming that the laws under which it acts are identical; and that virtue and vice, pain and pleasure, ugliness and beauty, are products of the same mathematical changes of sign and inverse squares or cubes of distances', as regulate the attractions and repulsions of molecules and atoms. All I say is, that the same pervading principle may be traced wherever human thought and human knowledge extend ; that it is apparently, for some reason unknown to us, the essential condition of all existence within the sphere of that thought and that knowledge ; and that what lies beyond it is the great unknown, behind the impenetrable veil which it is not given to mortals to uplift. In like manner, if I call myself ** a modern Zoroastrian/ it is not that I wish or expect to teach a new religion or revive an old one, to see Christian churches dedicated to Ommzd, or right reverend bishops exchanging the apron and shovel-hat for the mitre and flowing robes of the ancient Magi j